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Self and Society in Virtual Contexts 
04:189:352 

Thursday, 1:10 PM – 2:30 PM, SC-105 
Spring 2019 

 
Course Delivery: Hybrid – Approximately 50% in the classroom, 50% in digital/online spaces 
Instructor: Fredrika Thelandersson 
Email:  fredrika.t@rutgers.edu 
Office Hours: Thursday 3pm-4pm 
Office: Sc&I Main Building, 338 
 

Follow DCIM on Twitter: @RutgersDCIM 
Like DCIM on Facebook: RutgersDCIM 

 
Class hashtag:  #DCIMSELF_SP19 

 
 
Catalog Course Description:  
 
Students explore what it means to have multiple and merging "identities" in an online community. How 
are interpersonal relationships and group interactions manifested in virtual environments? How are 
identity and selfhood expressed? What is the impact on communication when gender, race, and other 
physical attributes are self-selected and represented digitally? What are the implications for privacy and 
security? What does this mean for the workplace? What do '”human rights” mean in a virtual society 
and is citizenship changed with purely online interaction? Students will evaluate the consequences of a 
digital context on the self and society. 
 
 
Introduction to the Course: 
  
Welcome to Self and Society in Virtual Contexts! This is a hybrid course, meaning we will meet one day a 
week in the classroom and spend an equivalent amount of time (at least) in online activity, studying 
digital environments in digital environments!  
 
In this class for the DCIM program we focus on individual and group identities online, primarily by 
participating in regular Instagram discussions and by analyzing those discussions as part of the class 
project, using the online platform Tumblr. You may participate in these activities with a pseudonym, but 
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you will be required to create accounts on these platforms, so please do not take this course unless you 
are ready and willing to explore social virtual worlds by taking part in them on these mediated 
platforms.  

 
Finally, because we will be taking many photos in this class that will be presented on the class Instagram 
hashtag and can easily be publicly shared, your photos may end up on SC&I web or printed materials, 
and you will be asked to sign a SC&I photo release. 
 
 
Pre- and Co-requisites: None. 
 

Course Delivery Format and Technology: 

This course in the Digital Communication, Information, and Media (DCIM) minor is delivered in a hybrid 
format. It will be held on-campus (face-to-face) with an online component delivered through the 
Canvas learning management system by Instructure at http://canvas.rutgers.edu . Course materials – 
readings, instructor’s lectures, media, activities, and assignments – for in-class and post-class 
(homework) can be accessed through Canvas starting on the first day of the semester. You will need 
your Rutgers NetID username and password to log into the Canvas site. 
 
Students having login or other Canvas technical problems should contact the Rutgers Online Learning 
Help Desk by phone at 877-361-1134 (available 24/7) or by email at help@Canvas.rutgers.edu if you 
need technical assistance. In addition, SC&I IT Services offers help with a variety of technology-related 
issues. They are located in the SC&I Building in Room 120 (first floor), tel: 848.932.5555 or 
email help@comminfo.rutgers.edu . 
 
In order to successfully complete the course, it’s recommended that students have continuous access to 
a high-speed Internet connection and computer hardware that can support a broadband 
Internet connection. A computer or laptop is recommended for doing and submitting course 
assignments – not a smartphone or tablet. Most browsers (e.g., Firefox, Chrome, Edge, Internet 
Explorer, Safari) can be used. You may use mobile devices to access Canvas from an updated browser 
(i.e., latest two browser versions) on your Android/iOS device. For a list of supported browsers, 
see: https://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/41056-which-browsers-does-canvas-support 
 
Rutgers Libraries also have computers available for student use, if needed. 
 
The in-class and online components are integrated into the Canvas course to provide students with a 
single, seamless learning environment that is easy to navigate and locate course materials and activities 
to facilitate independent learning. 
 
Students may be required to participate in class activities using social media in the DCIM minor, and so 
most students choose to create a professional/classroom profile. You will always be permitted to use a 
pseudonym (see Social Media Policies in the Course Policies section of this syllabus). Students must 
accept that difficulties and problems may arise in the course of internet and mobile communication and 
that the instructor, SC&I IT department, Canvas tech support and Rutgers University will work with the 
student to try to minimize these but cannot be held responsible for them. 
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Readings for the Course: 
 
All required readings will be available on the Canvas course site. Several of the articles we will be 
reading are from the book A Networked Self. The whole book is uploaded to the course site, so please 
refer to that to find those readings as they are not separately uploaded.  
 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Become immersed in a digital environment, and evaluate how persistent digital worlds influence 
individual, small group, and community interactions 

2. Apply course readings to analyze user experiences in a virtual environment 
3. Critique arguments on property, privacy and ownership in a virtual context 
4. Evaluate virtual environments as collaborative work tools and examine the implications on the 

future of work 
 
 
 
Methods of Assessment and Grading: 
 
The following are the key assignments and assessments for this class. All assignments will be graded out 
of 100 points. 
 

A. In-person class preparation and participation (10 %) 
 
You are a critical member of this class. Preparation and participation are important to ensure a 
supportive and stimulating learning environment for all of us.  You are expected to attend class, be 
prepared, participate in discussions, and participate in class activities.  Your active participation and 
constructive feedback will not only improve your abilities as an active and effective learner, but also 
contribute to the learning of other students. Will be graded at end of the semester with Attendance 
Participation Rubric (see Appendix and on Canvas course site). 
 
(Meets learning objectives 3, 4) 
 

B. Instagram postings and discussions (20%) 
 

Our online participation in this class will take place primarily on Instagram. You will create a classroom 
account/profile. You will be required to post at least 4 Instagram posts every week to the class hashtag 
(one initial post and three follow-up posts). Will be counted as "complete or incomplete" each week, 
and students' postings will be graded cumulatively at the mid-semester point and the end of the 
semester. Will be graded with Instagram Posting Discussion Rubric (see Appendix and on Canvas course 
site). 
 
(Meets learning objectives 1, 2, 4) 
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C. Two tests (45%) 

 
• Test 1: 20% -- covers units 2-6 
• Test 2: 25% -- covers units 8-11 

 
Tests are closed-book, multiple-choice/short-answer in format. Bring a pen. 
 
(Meets learning objectives 1, 2, 3) 
 
 

D. Tumblr Blog Project – weeks 9-14 (25%) 

For this project, you will explore how social media hashtags help to create a space for and sense of 
community among their users. You will choose a popular hashtag on twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
Tumblr, or YouTube and study the community around it with the help of concepts and questions we 
have explored in class. Some examples of hashtags are #blacklivesmatter, #metoo, and #blackgirlmagic. 

You will use the online platform Tumblr to create a multimedia story and share the story with 
classmates and others in a Canvas Discussion. The project will be prepared in three assignments from 
weeks 11-14.: 

There will be three assignments as part of this project: 

• Assignment 1a: Create a Tumblr account (create a new one for this class even if you already 
have an account). Familiarize yourself with the platform and its affordances. 
 
Assignment 1b: Create an introductory post where you introduce yourself and the hashtag you 
plan to study. Why have you chosen it? In what context did you learn about it? What are you 
interested in finding out by studying it? 
I will look at your post and if you have not heard from me within a week your project is a GO. 
(We are a big class and unfortunately I don’t have time to give individualized feedback to all 
students at this stage, but I will make sure that no one pursues a project that is unfeasible). 
(SUBMIT LINK TO CANVAS ASSIGNMENTS, DUE WEEK 9 ONLINE Wednesday, March 27, 11pm 
(5% of grade) 

 
• Assignment 2: Final Tumblr blog project. PUBLISH AND SUBMIT LINK TO CANVAS 

ASSIGNMENTS, DUE WEEK 14 ONLINE – Friday, May 3, 11pm (15% of grade) 
 

• Assignment 3: Peer review of Tumblr blogs in Canvas Discussion. PUBLISH AND SUBMIT LINK TO 
CANVAS DISCUSSION AND PEER-REVIEW THREE OF YOUR CLASSMATES’ TUMBLR BLOGS, DUE 
WEEK 14 ONLINE -- Wednesday, May 8, 11pm (5%) 

 
(Meets learning objectives 1, 2, 4) 
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Grading Scale: 
 

Letter 
Grade 

 
 

 
Description 

A 90-
100 

Excellent work: Student exhibits superior quality in mastery of content and method of 
the course which surpasses that which is required, demonstrates ability to make 
connections among various aspects of the course, is thoroughly prepared, 
demonstrates originality and accuracy,  and consistently displays initiative and 
outstanding quality in fulfilling course requirements 

B+ 87-
89.9 

Good to very good work: Student exhibits better-than- average understanding of the 
content and method of course, demonstrates ability to make connections among 
many aspects of the course, is generally well prepared and displays above-average 
levels of originality, accuracy, initiative and quality in fulfilling course requirements 

B 80-
86.9 

C+ 77-
79.9 

Passing work: Student exhibits sufficient understanding of content and method of the 
course, recognizes connections among some aspects of the course, fulfills all 
requirements of the course but displays levels of originality, accuracy, initiative and 
quality in fulfilling course requirements that could be improved upon in large measure  

C 70-
76.9 

D 60-
69.9 

Just passable work: Student exhibits limited understanding of the content and 
method of the course or some major portion thereof and of connections among 
aspects of the course, is not generally well prepared, displays limited initiative, 
originality and accuracy, and work fulfills only the bare minimum course requirements 

F 59.9 
and 
below 

Failing work: Student exhibits an insufficient understanding of course content and 
methods to pass the course, lacks sufficient preparation, originality, accuracy, and 
initiative, and work does not fulfill course requirements 

 
 
Assignments: 

Instagram Postings and Discussions 

The class will connect on Instagram using the class hashtag #DCIMSELF_SP19. The purpose of this 
assignment is to get you thinking about how and what we communicate about ourselves on social 
media. We will also think about the affordances of Instagram as a platform – what can we and what can 
we not do in this medium. 
 
You will be required to post at least four times a week; one initial post and three responses to your 
classmates. Please start a new Instagram account for the class even if you already have one. You can 
keep your profile private, but in that case you have to make sure that your classmates and I can follow 
you and view your posts.  
 
You are not required to follow me, but you have to inform me of your Instagram account name so that I 
can make sure that you complete the assignments (you will do this on the Canvas course site). If I “like” 
your post it means that I have seen and approved of it. Your postings will be counted as "complete or 
incomplete" each week, and students' postings will be graded cumulatively at the mid-semester point 
and the end of the semester. Will be graded with Instagram Posting Discussion Rubric (see Appendix and 
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on Canvas course site). See “Policies for Instagram Discussions” and “Social Media Policies” in the 
policies section of this syllabus. 
 
Here are the tentative prompts; they are subject to change.  
 
Week 3 Online: INTRODUCTIONS 
Place a photo on the hashtag introducing yourself to the group. Include some brief information.  

Week 4 Online: TASTE PERFORMANCES AND AUTHENTICITY 
Find an example of a clear taste performance. It can be from one of your own or someone else’s (a 
celebrity/politician/other public persona) social media account. Make sure that your examples display 
taste, for example by listing or showing off favorite music, books, films, etc. 
  
Week 5 Online DATING, RELATIONSHIPS AND LOVE 
Think about what face-to-face interactions provide to a relationship that online interactions do not, and 
vice versa, and express this in an Instagram post. Perhaps a picture of an interaction that you feel it 
would be impossible to have online and explore why - what is it that will be lost in a "virtualization" of 
that interaction? Or look at the opposite - what is an online interaction that could not take place face-to-
face? 
 
WEEK 6 Online: GROUPS AND COMMUNITIES 
Find an example of an online community or a networked public (perhaps one that you consider yourself 
to be a part of) and describe. What makes this a community or networked public? Decide how best to 
express this visually in your photo as well. 
 
Week 7 Online: TEST PREP 
Ask at least one question to the class relating to some aspect of the class (note: do not ask a yes/no 
question). As you answer one another, discuss your responses and deepen your understanding of the 
issues. Scroll the hashtag so there is no duplication of issues. Accompany your question with any 
relevant photo. 
 
WEEK 8 Online: COUNTERPUBLICS 
Try to find a counterpublic and give an example of how it communicates and organizes online. This can 
be a counterpublic you consider yourself to be a part of. Include some kind of photo.  

WEEK 9 Online: THE HISTORY OF VIRTUAL WORLDS 
Are you part of a game or social virtual world like Sanchez and Taylor describe? How do your 
experiences of being part of those communities correspond to what they talk about in the readings? 
Create a post that speaks to the relations you have made with people there and/or to the avatar you 
have chosen to represent yourself in the virtual world. If you are NOT part of a virtual world, post and 
discuss a photo example that addresses some of these questions. 

WEEK 10 Online: POSSIBILITIES AND RISKS IN ONLINE ENVIRONMENTS 
Discuss an example of online harassment you have seen. Include a photo that you think depicts the 
emotional aspect of this issue. NOTE: These need not be photos of people – be creative. 
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WEEK 11 Online: MORAL PANICS ABOUT THE DIGITAL LIVES OF TEENS 

(1) Discuss and pair with a photo an example of when a teenager’s social media use has become a 
problem (for example leading to bullying, exposure to risk due to oversharing, or access to 
inappropriate behavior); OR  

(2) Discuss and pair with a photo an example of Internet addiction. NOTE: These need not be 
photos of people – be creative. 

WEEK 12 Online: TEST PREP 
Ask at least one question to the class relating to some aspect of the class (note: do not ask a yes/no 
question). As you answer one another, discuss your responses and deepen your understanding of the 
issues. Scroll the hashtag so there is no duplication of issues. Accompany your question with any 
relevant photo. 

 
 
 

Tumblr blog project 

For this project, you will explore how social media hashtags help to create a space for and sense of 
community among their users. You will choose a popular hashtag on twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
Tumblr, or YouTube and study the community around it with the help of concepts and questions we 
have explored in class. Some examples of hashtags are #blacklivesmatter, #metoo, and 
#blackgirlmagic. 

You will use the online platform Tumblr to create a multimedia story and share the story with 
classmates and others in a Canvas Discussion. The project will be prepared in three assignments from 
weeks 9-14. 

The story will be made up of one introductory post and one “main” post that will contain the entire 
story. (The final story can also be divided into multiple post but then you need to take into account 
that the posts show up chronologically on the blog, which means that you will need to post your story 
in the reverse order, ie with the last section of your story first and so on). 

• You will write a short, multimedia Tumblr blog about how and why community can be created 
as people or groups regularly use and contribute to a group hashtag on social media. 
 

• Your Tumblr blog will include some broader insights about the impact of digital technology and 
social media on society as a whole and on the individual’s self and identity.  
 

• As you make your choice about what hashtag to study, think about the following questions and 
how the particular community you will study might answer them: 

 
o What are the benefits and hazards of creating relationships and communities online?  
o How are the spaces of these online communities developed, shaped, and given 

meaning?  
o How are our work and leisure practices changing?  
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o How should concerns about privacy and surveillance be handled in these digital public 
spaces? 

o How are relationships formed and maintained in these spaces?  
o What is the impact of these communities on society as a whole and on the identities of 

modern individuals? 
 

• You will develop a strong, clear thesis to guide your storytelling, with at least three specific 
supporting points that explain or defend your thesis. 
 

• Your study will include at least six (6) examples of the hashtag being used in, for example, a 
twitter or Instagram post. These should be included in your blog as images, videos, or GIFs 
which also link to the original post. Integrate these posts into the story you are telling by 
describing them and their significance in your own words. 
 

• Your Tumblr blog will also include six (6) other relevant, reputable sources (but they need not be 
“scholarly” sources -- videos, tweets, blog posts, web stories, etc. are all acceptable). Again, 
integrate these sources into the story you are telling in your own words (just like you would in a 
paper). 
 

• Your sources should be listed at the bottom of the blog and preferably also be linked to in the 
text. 
 

• The Tumblr blog should include approximately 800 words of your own text. You can get an 
approximate idea of how many words is in each text box by cutting and pasting the text in one 
of them into MSWord and counting the words, and then approximate your word count from 
there. 

On design and layout:  

Tumblr gives you a wide range of options for design themes and I expect you to choose a theme that is 
appropriate for your topic. You need to make sure that the theme allows you to post (1) a strong, catchy 
title and (2) a short descriptive heading underneath the title (this can include your name and some info 
about you and the project). The extent to which you utilize Tumblr’s design affordances to create a 
visually appealing whole will be included in your grade. 

Tip 1! As you create your Tumblr blog story, think of it as if you were writing a regular paper but with 
multimedia elements.  
 
Tip 2! Do all your writing in a Google Doc or MS Word, and then paste it into the Tumblr Blog as you 
go. Also, include your links in the Google Doc or MS Word doc. This will serve as a back-up to Tumblr 
in case anything gets lost there. 
 

Grading for Assignment 2 will be determined with the Tumblr Blog Project Rubric. Grading for 
Assignment 3 will be determined with the Canvas Online Discussion Rubric. Be sure to contact me if 
there are any questions about the project or its assessment at any time. 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 
All readings and assignments described below are tentative and subject to change. Additional readings 
and directions for online work will be found on the course site. Once the semester begins, any changes 
will be posted on the course site and announced via email. Make sure to CHECK YOUR EMAIL AND THE 
CANVAS COURSE SITE REGULARLY TO STAY UP TO DATE. If there is a discrepancy between this schedule 
and the Canvas one, always follow the Canvas schedule; it will be the most up to date.  
 
 

Week Date Topic Assignments and Activities 
1 1/24 

 
Introduction 
to the course 

Syllabus and assignments run-through 

  Part 1 Self-presentation Online and Offline 
2 1/25-

1/31 
 

Developing 
the online self 
 

Online: 
Read: 
Goffman, E. “Introduction.” The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (1956) 
 
Baym, N. Chapter 1 and 2 in Personal Connections in the Digital Age (2010) 
 

2 1/31 Developing 
the online self 
 

In-class: 
Lecture and Discussion:  Developing the Online Self 
 
In-class activity: Introduce Instagram Posting Activity and social media 
policies 
 
Preview Unit 3 online 
 

3 2/1-
2/7 
 

The 
networked 
self  

Online: 
Read: 
Papacharissi, Z. “Without You, I’m Nothing: Performances of the Self on 
Twitter,” International Journal of Communication 6 (2012) this text is rather 
dense and you should focus on pp. 1989-1992 and 2001-2002 (pp. 1-4 and 
pp. 13-14 in the pdf). 
 
Marwick, A. E., & boyd, d. (2010). “I tweet honestly, I tweet passionately: 
Twitter users, context collapse, and the imagined audience,” New Media & 
Society (2011) 
 
Rachel Thompson, “This Snapchat feature can tell you if your crush is into 
you,” Mashable.com, June 28, 2016 
http://mashable.com/2016/06/28/snapchat-story-dating/#aJ6QtePGHgql  
 
Robinson Meyer, "How Instagram Opened a Ruthless New Chapter in the 
Teen Photo Wars"  
 http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/09/how-one-teen-
uses-instagram-and-snapchat-stories/498254/?utm_source=atlfb 
cont. next page à 
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Instagram Posting: 
Sign up for an Instagram account and post one “introductory” post and 
photo to the class hashtag. There are no required response posts this week, 
but you may respond to one another if you like. Must be completed by 
Wednesday, February 6, 11pm. 
 

3 2/7 The 
networked 
self 

In-Class: 
 
Recap Unit 3 online activities 
 
Lecture and discussion: The Networked Self, Context Collapse, and 
Imagined Audiences 
 
In-class activity: Look at hashtag together and discuss why we chose the 
photos we chose to represent us. What imagined audiences did we have in 
mind? 
 
Preview Unit 4 online 

4 2/8-
2/14 
 

Taste 
performances 
and 
authenticity 

Online: 
Read: 
Liu, H. (2007). Social network profiles as taste performances. Journal of 
Computer-Mediated Communication, 13 (1), 13.  
 
Marwick, A. E., & boyd, d. “To See and Be Seen: Celebrity Practice on 
Twitter.” Convergence (2011) 
 
Optional Readings:  
Elle Hunt, “Essena O'Neill quits Instagram claiming social media 'is not real 
life," The Guardian 
http://www.theguardian.com/media/2015/nov/03/instagram-star-essena-
oneill-quits-2d-life-to-reveal-true-story-behind-images 
 
Mendelson, A. L. and Papacharissi, Z. “Look At Us: Collective Narcissism in 
College Student Facebook Photo Galleries,” pp. 251-273 in A Networked Self 
(2011) 

Instagram Posting: 
Post according to the “Week 4” prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, February 11, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
February 13, 11pm.  

4 2/14 Taste 
performances 
and 
authenticity 

In-class: 
Recap Unit 4 online 
Lecture and Discussion: Taste Performances and Authenticity 
In-class activity: Watch Kylie Jenner’s “To Our Daughter” video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhIEIO0vaBE  
Preview Unit 5 online 
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  Part 2 Sociality in digital contexts: Dating, Relationships, and Communities 

5 2/15-
2/21 
 

Online dating, 
relationships, 
and love 
 

Online: 
Read: 
Ellison, N., Heino, R. & Gibbs, J. “Managing Impressions Online: Self-
Presentation Processes in the Online Dating Environment.” Journal of 
Computer-Mediated Communication. (2006) 
 
Christian Rudder, "We experiment on human beings," Ok Trends - Dating 
Research from Okcupid https://blog.okcupid.com/index.php/we-
experiment-on-human-beings/ 
 
Kevin Poulsen, “How a math genius hacked Okcupid to find true love,” 
Wired.com, January 21, 2014 
http://www.wired.com/2014/01/how-to-hack-okcupid/ 
 
View (optional): 
Excerpt from Black Mirror, season 1 ep 3, “The Entire History of You” – 
Available on Netflix 

Instagram Posting: 
Post according to the Week 5 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, February 18, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
February 20, 11pm.  

5 2/21 Online dating, 
relationships, 
and love 
 

In-class: 
 
Recap Unit 5 online 
 
Lecture and Discussion: Online dating and relationships  
 
In-class activity: Watch video “People Try the World’s Most Exclusive Dating 
App” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eS_P2KTPrRg 
 
Preview Unit 6 online 

6 2/22-
2/28 

Groups and 
communities 

Online: 
Read:  
boyd, d. “Social network sites as networked publics: Affordances, Dynamics, 
and Implications,” pp. 39-58 in A Networked Self (2011) 
 
Parks, M. “Social Network Sites as Virtual Communities,” pp. 105-123 in A 
Networked Self (2011) 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 6 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, February 25, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
February 27, 11pm. 
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6 2/28 Groups and 
communities 

In-class: 
Recap Unit 6 online 
 
Lecture and Discussion: Groups and Communities  
 
In-class Activity: Watch video “The Pleasures of Community” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JK7mGE3_Awg 
 
Discuss Test 1, in-class, closed-book, during week 7 
  
Discuss registration and declaration of DCIM minor 
 
Preview Unit 7 online 
 

7 3/1-
3/7 

Prep for Test 
1 

Online: 
No new reading 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 7 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, March 4, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
March 6, 11pm. 
 

7 3/7 Test 1 In-class: 
 
Closed-book, in-class, multiple choice and short answers, covering units 2-6. 
 
Preview Unit 8 online 
 

8 3/8-
3/14 

Marginalized 
groups and 
counter 
publics 
 

Online:  
Read: 
Gross, L. “Somewhere there’s a place for us: Sexual Minorities and the 
Internet,” Technological Visions (2004) 
 
Renninger, B. “Where I can be myself …where I can speak my mind: 
Networked counterpublics in a polymedia environment,” New Media & 
Society (2014) 
 
Optional: 
McCabe, J. “Resisting Alienation: The Social Construction of Internet 
Communities Supporting Eating Disorders.” Communication Studies (2009) 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 8 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, March 11, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
March 13, 11pm.  
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8 3/14 Marginalized 
groups and 
counter 
publics 
 

In-class: 
 
Recap Unit 8 online 
 
Lecture and Discussion: Online communities for marginalized groups and 
counterpublics  
 
In-class activity: Introduce Tumblr Blog Project, Assignments 1-3 
Preview Unit 9 online 
 

  3/16-3/24 SPRING BREAK  

  Part 3 Virtual Worlds: Second Life & the Promise of a New Life Online 

9 3/15-
3/28 

The history of 
virtual worlds 
 

Online: 
Read: 
Sanchez, J. “A Social History of Virtual Worlds,” in Library Technology 
Reports (2009) 
 
Taylor, T.L. “Finding New Worlds,” in Play between worlds: Exploring online 
game culture (2006)  
 
View (optional): 
Life 2.0 (2010) - Available on Netflix 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 9 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, March 25, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, 
March 27, 11pm.  
 
Due! Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 1a and 1b: Create account and 
write introductory post – to Canvas Assignments by Wednesday, 
March 27, 11pm 
 
 

9 3/28 The history of 
virtual worlds 

In-class: 
 
Recap Unit 9 online 
 
Lecture and discussion:  The history of virtual worlds, and discussion of 
movie Life 2.0 
 
In-class activity: Discuss Tumblr Blog Project Step 1; students can work on 
their projects in class (if time) 
 
Preview Unit 10 online 
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10 3/29-
4/4 

Possibilities 
and risks in 
online 
environments 
 

Online: 
Read: 
Sarah Banet-Weiser & Kate M. Miltner (2016) “#MasculinitySoFragile: 
culture, structure, and networked misogyny,” Feminist Media Studies, 16:1, 
171-174 
 
Becky Gardner, et al. (2016) 
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/apr/12/the-dark-side-of-guardian-
comments 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 10 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, April 1, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, April 
3, 11pm 
 

10 4/4 Possibilities 
and risks in 
online 
environments 
 

In-class: 
Recap Unit 10 online 
Lecture and Discussion: Can you be whomever you want in the virtual 
world? Possibilities and risks. 
 
In-class activities: Listen to podcast “If you don’t have anything nice to say, 
say it in all caps” https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-
archives/episode/545/if-you-dont-have-anything-nice-to-say-say-it-in-all-
caps?act=1 
 
Discuss Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2.  
Preview Unit 11 online 
 

11 4/5-
4/11 

Moral panics  Online: 
Read: 
Livingstone, S. “Taking risky opportunities in youthful content creation: 
teenagers’ use of social networking sites for intimacy, privacy and self-
expression,” New Media Society (2008) 10: 393 
 
LaRose, R, Kim, J. and Peng, W. “Social Networking: Addictive, Compulsive, 
Problematic, or Just Another Media Habit?” pp. 59-81 in A Networked Self 
(2011) 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 11 prompt, above, based on readings; initial 
posting due by Monday, April 8, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, April 
10, 11pm. 
 
Don’t Forget! Work on Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2 – Due to Canvas 
Assignments and to Tumblr Blog Canvas Discussion by Friday, May 3, 
11pm 
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11 4/11 Moral panics  In-class: 
 
Recap Unit 11 online 
 
Lecture and Discussion: Moral panics in the digital lives of teens  
 
In-class activity: Discuss Test 2, covering units 8-11 
 
Preview Unit 12 online 

12 4/12-
4/18 
 

Prep for Test 
2 

Online: 
No new reading 
 
Instagram Posting:  
Post according to the Week 12 prompt, above; initial posting due by 
Monday, April 15, 11pm.; 3+ replies due by Wednesday, April 17, 11pm 
 
Don’t Forget! Work on Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2 and 3 – Due to 
Canvas Assignments and to Tumblr Blog Canvas Discussion by Friday, May 
3, 11pm  

12  4/18 Take Test 2 In-class: 
 
Closed-book, in-class, multiple choice and short answers, covering units 8-
11. 
 
Preview Unit 13 online 

13 4/25 Work on 
projects 

In-class: 
Discuss Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2 and 3 – Due to Canvas 
Assignments and to Tumblr Blog Canvas Discussion by Friday, May 3, 11pm 
and Wednesday May 8, 11pm. 
 
Do “Project Check”: Students go into groups and share their projects with 
each other and give feedback. 
 
Preview Unit 14 online (Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2 and 3 will be 
DUE) 
 
 

14 4/26-
5/8 

Tumblr Blog 
projects due 

Online: 
 
DUE! Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 2 – Final Tumblr Blog, to Canvas 
Assignments AND to Tumblr Blog Canvas Discussion by Friday, May 3, 
11pm 
 
DO: Tumblr Blog Project Assignment 3 – Peer Review in Canvas 
Discussion. Review THREE of your peers’ Tumblr Blogs in Canvas 
Discussion by Wednesday, May 8, 11pm. 
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14 5/2 Course wrap-
up 

In-class: 
 
Wrap-up activities 
 
Post two take-away posts to Instagram hashtag in-class; respond to four 
other posts 
 
Complete course evaluation 

 
 
Important Policies – Please Read Carefully: 
 

1. Importance of This Syllabus: By your continued enrollment in this class, it is understood that you 
are agreeing to all of the policies and procedures set forth in this syllabus. Failure to obtain or 
read this syllabus does not exempt the student from its policies and procedures.  Please let me 
know immediately if you have any questions or concerns about anything contained within the 
syllabus. If you cannot abide by these policies and procedures, I expect you to drop the class.   

 
2. Check your Rutgers email, Canvas course site, and any social media platforms we use for the 

online portion of the class at least every other day during an academic semester. Messages will 
be sent to you from professors, administrators, SC&I and Rutgers frequently during the 
semester. You are responsible for seeing and responding to them as necessary. 

 
3. In the event of inclement weather or an emergency that could conceivably prevent a face-to-

face class session from being held, check eCollege and your email for details. In any case, 
continue your reading so as to be up to date and so we can move forward when class resumes.  
The university rarely cancels classes for inclement weather. To check if classes are cancelled, 
visit http://campusstatus.rutgers.edu/ or the Rutgers homepage. 

 
4. All readings must be completed on time as indicated on the syllabus and on Canvas. Quizzes 

may be given at any time to reinforce this.  Frequent reviewing of readings and notes is strongly 
advised.   

 
5. If you expect to miss class, especially several classes, please use the University absence 

reporting website – https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ -- to indicate the dates and reason for your 
absence, which may include 

 
• Illness requiring medical attention;    
• Curricular or extracurricular activities approved by the School;   
• Personal obligations claimed by the student and recognized as valid (for example, death or 

serious illness of relative or family member);   
• Inclement weather causing dangerous travel conditions (note that the university formally 

advises via the Rutgers Web site if classes are canceled due to weather, but you must make 
your own decision if you are a commuter, with your safety in mind, as I will). 

• Recognized religious holidays. 
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Regarding absences for religious observance: “It is University policy (University Regulation on 
Attendance, Book 2, 2.47B, formerly 60.14f) to excuse without penalty students who are absent 
from class because of religious observance, and to allow the make-up of work missed because of 
such absence. Examinations and special required out-of-class activities shall ordinarily not be 
scheduled on those days when religiously observant students refrain from participating in 
secular activities. Absences for reasons of religious obligation shall not be counted for purposes 
of reporting. Students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about necessary 
absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams 
according to an agreed-upon schedule.” 
 
 
 
If you must miss classes for longer than one week, you should contact Dean Ewell in the SC&I 
Student Services office, Room 214 at SC&I, or another dean of students at Rutgers to help verify 
your circumstances. 
 

6. Promptness is also critical. I reserve the right to subtract participation points for students who 
arrive to class after attendance is taken as well as those who leave early, especially chronically.  
 
Similarly, you are expected to hand in all your work on time. Unless otherwise noted, all written 
assignments, discussion boards, and group projects are due on/before the time and date listed 
in the Syllabus/Course Schedule and in this course. There are no re-submissions of papers or 
coursework after the initial grading on assignments in this course. 
 

7. If you're absent, you must get all the notes, assignments, and announcements yourself, 
including possible adjustments to the course calendar.  Get these from a classmate and/or the 
Canvas site before asking to see me for extra help; I cannot be solely responsible for helping 
every absentee student catch up. Be smart and get this info before the next class in case the 
next class is affected (e.g. I give an extra assignment, I move the location, I change the reading 
or a due date, etc.).  Besides, you can only stay up to date if you make up missed work 
immediately.  Quizzes and class exercises cannot be made up if you're not here. 
 

8. All assignments must be typed unless I indicate otherwise. Keep an additional back-up copy or 
email it to yourself for your own protection in case something gets lost or accidentally deleted.   

 
9. Inform me immediately of serious, personal emergencies that interfere with your participation 

in this class. These should then be documented in writing and brought to the Student Services 
office in room 214 at SC&I, where an advisor will counsel you as to the best way to proceed with 
your classes.  Only if this procedure is followed can I attempt to work with you to craft a 
mutually acceptable resolution for the situation. Extensions for assignments are rare and are 
only granted at my discretion in the event of documented extenuating circumstances, as per 
school policy. This protects and rewards the large majority of students who work diligently to 
get their work in on time. 

 
10. For help with academic advisement within SC&I or with regard to the Digital Communication, 

Information and Media minor, contact the SC&I Student Services Office in Room 214 of the SC&I 
Building of call 848-932-7500, ext. 2. To learn more about the DCIM minor, see 
http://bit.ly/1r0YuxH; with any questions, email dcim@comminfo.rutgers.edu.  
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11. Make-up tests are rare and only given if requested by email within 24 hours (before or after) of 

the original test date and if the situation is serious enough to warrant the make-up. Again, see 
Student Services if this is an issue covered in #9 above. I will not give a make-up test if a student 
simply fails to show up for a test.  Be aware that make-ups may differ from the original test in 
format as well as content. The student is responsible for arranging the make-up with me in a 
timely and professional manner. 
 
 

 
12. Academic integrity is to be maintained at all times. Academic integrity means, among other 

things: 
• Develop and write all of your own assignments. 
• Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. Create citations 

whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them directly. Be sure always to show 
source and page number within the assignment and include a bibliography in the back. 

• Do not look over at the exams of others or use electronic equipment such as cell phones or 
MP3 players during exams. 

• Do not fabricate information or citations in your work. 
• Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to be 

submitted by others. 
• Do not submit work that you have previously submitted for another class- yes, it IS 

considered plagiarism if you plagiarize yourself!  
 
If you violate this code, you risk a failing grade in the course and even possible suspension 
from the university 

 
Rutgers’ academic integrity policy is at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/. Multimedia 
presentations about academic integrity may be found at 
http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/douglass/sal/plagiarism/intro.html and  
http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1/0,6622,427064-,00.html  
 
If you are unsure about any issue related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, please 
discuss it with me.   

 
13. Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 

programs. Students with documented disabilities who need accommodations in this class must 
do so through the Rutgers Disabilities Services Office. See http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/ 
for details. You can also speak with a SC&I adviser about your disability by visiting the Office of 
Student Services in the SC&I Building, Room 214 or calling them at 848-932-7500 (dial 2 as your 
menu choice). 

 
14. No work for this course may be handed in for credit after 11pm on the last date of the final 

exam period. A T-grade will only be given to a student who has extenuating circumstances such 
as that described and documented in Policy #9 above, and at my discretion. Except in such 
cases, do not ask to hand in additional work after the end of the semester. For me to consider 
and grade such work would be unfair to every other student who labored to complete work 
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within the semester boundaries. I will not artificially extend the end of the semester for one 
student and not for all of them, and therefore it cannot be done, or the semester’s time frame 
would be meaningless. 
 

15. Appeals on the grade on any individual assignment item should be submitted in writing via 
email two weeks of the return of the assignment. Appeals received after this time will not be 
accepted. For additional information, please see: “Grade Appeals: An Overview for Students” 
and policy at:http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/images/facultystaffresources/gradeappeals-
adviceforstudents-2.pdf 
 

16. Additional Information on Student Wellness Services 
  
Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) 
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/ 
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug 
assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional within Rutgers Health services to 
support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: 
individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the 
community and consultation and collaboration with campus partners.  
 
Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA) 
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901  
http://vpva.rutgers.edu 
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, 
counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff 
and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after 
hours, call 848-932-1181. 
  
Disability Services 
 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, Piscataway, 
NJ 08854 
https://ods.rutgers.edu 
The Office of Disability Services works with students with a documented disability to determine the 
eligibility of reasonable accommodations, facilitates and coordinates those accommodations when 
applicable, and lastly engages with the Rutgers community at large to provide and connect students to 
appropriate resources. 
 
Scarlet Listeners 
(732) 247-5555 /  
http://www.scarletlisteners.com 
Free and confidential peer counseling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and supportive safe 
space.  
“Just In Case” Web App 
http://codu.co/cee05e 
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental health crisis 
on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 
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Course Policies for Instagram Postings and Discussions  

  

Our units may contain Instagram Discussions. 

These discussions last at least three days. By the first "deadline" date you are given, you are to 
place one initial post on the hashtag that relates to that week’s prompt. (You may post it earlier if you 
like.) See my prompts in this syllabus, though I reserve the right to change them. Then, until the second 
"deadline" date you are given, you will place three response posts on your classmates’ Instagram posts – 
in particular, you may want to respond back to someone who has responded to you!   You can start 
responding to posts earlier if you want. 

Sometime after the discussion is over, read through ALL the week’s posts on the hashtag to get a sense 
of the discussion as a whole. This will take a while! If you haven’t done this by class time, do so as class 
begins, to kind of get you ready for class and “warmed up” for the topic we’ll be discussing in class. 

  

Things to keep in mind: 

• See the Instagram Postings Discussion Rubric for info on how these discussions will be graded. They 
will receive a cumulative grade at two points in the semester, mid-semester and at the end. 

• Make sure your initial post is not too similar from another that is up there (this is an incentive to get 
your initial post up nice and early!) Make sure your response posts are substantive and do not 
simply agree or disagree with the initial post. Support or refute a point (and please do so in a 
constructive and never personal manner!) using concrete examples and sometimes even reputable 
web links to support your argument. 

• Extend the argument in a different direction. Expand the scope of the topic. Make the conversation 
interesting. 

• Try to see to it that all posts get responded to. “Spread” the posting around. 
• Do not take personally anything that a classmate says on social media, though I want you to all to be 

extremely careful not to be offensive in your posting. We are respectful and positive online, always, 
and are especially careful to be accurate, sensitive, and responsible when interacting with others. 

• Read what you have written before clicking the “post” button. Make sure it makes sense and that 
there are no glaring errors of spelling or grammar.  

• Don’t work ahead on Instagram discussions! Stay with the one being worked on. 
• Do the week’s reading before you start the discussion. Online/social media discussions are much 

more interesting when people are informed, and this is what I will be looking for when grading 
them…I want them to be informative, thoughtful, interesting! 

• Remember that hybrid classes meet only once a week in the classroom instead of twice and that 
THIS kind of activity replaces the second class meeting. So when it seems like you are doing a lot of 
work from home, remember: this time was set aside by the structure of the class as time you’d 
otherwise be in the classroom anyway. It’s all still taking place during “class” time – it’s just online 
instead of in a classroom.   

• You get to speak in a more leisurely way in these discussions than when trying to talk “live” in class. 
Enjoy that! Yes, it’s still “the class” – but in different modes, with many benefits. 
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I will read all the postings, but I do not post often…it is your chance to speak without me butting in too 
much. 

Social Media Policy For Classroom Use 
 
There are many outlets available to you to communicate with current and future friends and 
acquaintances as well as family members. Social networking sites (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), 
online hangouts, bulletin boards, and blogs are just a few of these outlets You represent yourself, your 
family, and your University when you engage in social media, especially for classroom use, and it is 
expected that you to do so with the highest standards of honesty, integrity, and responsibility. You must 
follow these policies and guidelines as you participate in any of the above-mentioned or similar 
communications in conjunction with my class, and it would be good practice to follow them in all your 
online communication: 
 

• Familiarize yourself with the Terms of Service of all sites and platforms that you frequent 
(including Google). Know that you are bound by these terms and conditions and that most of 
them indicate that the site/platform can do whatever it wants to do with your data, including 
extracting information about you that could be sold and shared elsewhere, and making 
assumptions about you and your habits and lifestyle on the basis of that data. 

 
• You may keep your page/site private or anonymous, but understand that anything you post 

online (even if you make your site private) is out of your control the moment you place it online 
and is then available to anyone in the world. 

  
• Do not post your home address, local address, phone numbers, date of birth, class schedule, 

etc. If you do, you open yourself up for predators, stalkers, identity thieves, and other criminals. 
 

• Do not post, email, text or otherwise electronically share information, photos, videos, or other 
representations of sexual content, inappropriate behavior (e.g., actual or implied drug or 
alcohol use), or items that could be interpreted as demeaning or inflammatory. You are also 
responsible for all information posted by others on your site.  Be professional and responsible in 
your postings and texting and encourage others to do the same. 

 
• Keep in mind that many potential employers and graduate schools analyze these sites in their 

search processes. Anything posted that is attributed to you could be damaging to your future.  
  

• Do not post information, photos, videos, or other items online that could embarrass you, your 
family, classmates or the University. This includes information, photos, and items that may be 
posted by others on your page/site.  

 
• Photos taken in or in connection with class should only be taken for a learning-related purpose 

(i.e., to capture and share text on the blackboard or powerpoint, to share relevant information, 
to depict the use of technology and teamwork in the classroom, to contribute to the course 
hashtag etc.).   

 
• Technology use and the taking and posting of photos in class cannot distract from the work of 

the class. 
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• When possible, ask anyone whose face might appear in the photo if it’s OK with them to take it 
before you do so. Then, show the photo to anyone whose face appears in it before you post it 
to make sure it’s OK with them to post. Do not post it if even one person in the photo doesn’t 
want you to. Delete such a photo from your device immediately. 

 
• Do not tag classmates in classroom photos unless the classmate agrees to being tagged. 

 
• Take down a photo if someone in the class asks you to take it down after the fact. It is 

understood that this photo may have already been shared elsewhere by then. 
 

• Do not take or post video in class unless pre-approved by me (and those appearing in it) for use 
in some specific project.  

 
Best practices and reminders: 

• Think twice before posting, tweeting, texting, or sending an email -- every single time. If you 
wouldn't want your teacher, parents, or future employer to see it, don't send it. 

 
• Be respectful and positive online. 

 
• When commenting online in any forum or format, take care to be accurate, sensitive, and 

responsible in your remarks. 
  

• Remember, many different audiences may view and/or monitor your information online 
including children, law enforcement, your family, faculty, college administration, etc. Consider 
the impact of your social media use on any and all members of any and all potential audiences.  

 
• Be aware of posts, photos, and videos in which you appear on others’ sites. Block or do not 

permit the posting or sharing of anything in which you appear that would constitute a violation 
of this policy.  

 
• Remember that a permanent record of all that you do is left when you use the internet, even 

when you keep your page private (which you should do). Understand and use the 
privacy/security settings made available on these sites. Remember that even if you delete 
something, it's still out there. Be in a clear, thoughtful state of mind when you communicate 
electronically. Do not text, IM, email or post when your judgment is impaired or you are not 
thinking clearly and responsibly. 

 
• See the instructor if you have a question or issue regarding any of these policies or your social 

media use. 
 

• Because we will be taking many photos in this class that will be presented on the class Instagram 
hashtag and can easily be publicly shared, your photos may end up on SC&I web or printed 
materials, and you will be asked to sign a SC&I photo release. 

 
[Portions of the above were adapted with permission from the Rutgers University Student-Athlete Social Media Policy and Rutgers 
Women’s Soccer Social Media Policy. Permission to disseminate this document is granted; please acknowledge Dr. Mary Chayko, 
School of Communication and Information, Rutgers University as its source] 
 


